
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                MARCH 20, 2016 
  
PALM/PASSION  SUNDAY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship – Luke 19:28-40 
 Hymn – 88 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, living in the objective and external world is 
mostly characterized by activity.  Living in the subjective and 
internal world is mostly characterized by receptivity.  I am 
better at, and more comfortable with, activity than receptivity.  
It is not surprising, then, that I tend to relate to myself by being 
active, that I approach my interior life from the perspective 
that I am the initiating and driving force.  The byproduct of this 
is a peculiar weight, in the sense that how I am with myself is a 
burden that falls on my shoulders.  When I am happy I am easy 
with myself, but when I am conflicted or anxious I am 
burdened by the weight of needing to be different.  The idea of 
you as an active contributor to my life is not something I give 
much consideration.  However, I am weary of the effort to 
make my internal life different.  Perhaps my internal life being 
conflicted is not something I need to make different.  Perhaps 
my internal life being conflicted is the way you get my 
attention so you can make a contribution, and all I need to do 
is be receptive, pay attention and be curious. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 22:14—23:56 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 90 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 98 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:30  Lunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
THURSDAY   7:00  Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service 
FRIDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for March 27, 2016 
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43; 
John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12 

FYI 
 The Presbyterian Women meet this Friday, March 25th, at the 
church, at 1:30pm.  The lesson is # 6.  Pam Novelly is the Leader.  
Marolyn Bode is the Hostess. 
 Next Sunday is Easter Sunday.  It is also the last Sunday of the 
month.  We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  We will also receive 
two offerings: The One Great Hour of Sharing and our own 
Deacons Offering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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We have all been socialized into thinking of the 
Christian religion as something we do.  As a 
consequence we rarely take seriously that in 
Christianity the primary actor is God, and that the 
part we play is essentially one of responding to 
what God proposes.  God sets in motion the 
journey of our being introduced to the fullness of 
our life, and does this by originating the reality of 
awareness in us: in the middle of living as we 
normally live, we become aware that our life is 
more than and other than we had thought and felt 
it to be.  In response to what enters our awareness 
we begin to explore what we now feel and see.  
Throughout the journey that follows, God’s role is 
that of proposing for our consideration aspects of 
our life we either would not choose to explore, or 
do not know need to be explored, and then in 
different ways assisting us in unpacking and 
integrating what has been disclosed to us.  In my 
experience, it is difficult to comprehend the 
perspective where God is leading in the dance of 
life and we are responding, so operating in life on 
the basis that God proposes and we respond is very 
challenging.  And, God is persistent, and patient… 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


PALM/PASSION  SUNDAY – Luke 22:14—23:56 
 The reading for this Sunday is the Passion Narrative from Luke. 
This article is not about the reading itself, but about the context 
from which we read and approach the reading. “Passion” is defined 
as “a powerful emotion such as love, joy, hatred, or anger,” and 
also “boundless enthusiasm;” it has the verb “to suffer” as its root. 
The intention of Luke’s narrative is to express how strong God’s 
love for us is, and to illustrate God’s enthusiasm for our redemption 
and salvation, indicating the lengths to which God will go to secure 
these. This narrative was written at a time, and in a thought-world, 
where it was generally believed that the world had been created 
“good,” including that the relationship between God and humans 
was functional, was personal and intimate, but had fallen from that 
state because of human disobedience and therefore the 
connection between humans and God was fractured. Also, there 
was fairly widespread agreement that punishment in the form of 
suffering was required to rectify the consequences of human 
disobedience. It was the belief of the early church that God had 
chosen to inhabit human life, and in the form of a human being 
undertook the suffering required to offset the brokenness caused 
by human disobedience. Luke’s entire gospel, and particularly his 
Passion Narrative, was written against the backdrop of these 
“convictions” or “assumptions,” and the Passion Narratives 
particularly were written in such a way as to make it clear that what 
was required to offset the consequences of human disobedience 
had been satisfied. The narrative is written as though it is history, 
but in reality it is an interpretation of history, or better a statement 
of faith as to the meaning of certain historical events. It is generally 
agreed that there was an historical person, a teacher, named Jesus, 
who died a violent death. The narrative in Luke is an elaboration of 
the events of his death, written in such a way as to illustrate and 
give credence to the claim that the brokenness caused by human 
disobedience had been rectified, and it was now possible for God 
and humans to interact directly. We tend to read the narrative as 
though it is factual history and therefore is true in its details, but a 
more accurate way of looking at the narrative is to see it as a 
statement of faith expressing the truth that the barrier between 

humans and God had been removed. In our tradition there are 
several ways to explain how that barrier was removed, but the 
important point is that it has been removed. 

In our thought-world the barrier between God and humans is 
experienced as the sense of isolation, alienation and disconnection 
that pervades our personal lives and culture. What is important is 
that the removal of the barrier gets expressed in a way that relates 
to this condition so that redemption and salvation become real to 
us as something readily available to us, something in which we can 
participate. We need to read Luke’s narrative in a way that makes it 
easier to focus on the same truth that he was attempting to 
express—that the barrier between God and humans has been 
removed and interaction with God is not only offered to us but is 
always occurring. 
 To do this I suggest we use the narrative as Luke has written it, 
but not read it as objective historical fact. Instead, read it as an 
internal metaphor describing a reconciling and connecting activity 
that happens inside us and for us in the present. “Redemption” is 
recovering the ownership of something that has been lost; 
internally, redemption would involve the recovery of different 
aspects of our life which are no longer available to us because they 
have been moved out of our consciousness. The recovery of these 
requires that material in our unconscious be made available to our 
awareness so that it can be assimilated and integrated. Staying with 
the central Christian idea that God has chosen to inhabit our life 
with us, the aspect of God we call Christ takes up residence within 
us and from within introduces unconscious material to our 
awareness so that it can be slowly owned and embraced as our own 
[this would be redemption as an internal event]. The way we see 
and relate to ourselves changes as what has been lost to our 
awareness is recovered, and as this assimilation happens our life 
becomes a more accurate expression of who we actually are as 
compared to who we were taught we should be. The effort that is 
spent making certain that we are who we should be diminishes, and 
as a result we are kept safe from wearing out by the effort to be 
someone we are not [this would be salvation as an internal event]. 



This reconciling and connecting activity is how our isolation, 
alienation and disconnection is rectified. 

We experience this ongoing work of “redemption and salvation” 
internally as a conflict between 1) whatever in our life needs to 
keep our life the same by keeping things out of our awareness, and 
2) the life of Christ who is the advocate for what needs to enter our 
awareness and be assimilated/integrated. These two internal 
realities conflict continually as Christ works constantly to have 
things register in our awareness, and as different parts of us work 
to keep them out. Through this back and forth, more of who we are 
is disclosed to us and is eventually owned by us. If we read Luke’s 
objective narrative as a metaphor for what happens subjectively, 
his description is fairly accurate. The same betrayal, judgment, 
violence and destruction Luke describes as being done to Christ 
historically also describes how Christ is treated inside us in the 
present. As Christ goes about his work of redemption, the different 
parts of us that do not want anything recovered betray, judge and 
violently destroy him. In the narrative this conflict is depicted 
objectively as being between Christ and everyone else--Pilot, 
Herod, the Jews, the Romans, and to some extent the disciples. Any 
effort to figure which characters in the narrative represent which 
part of us will pull us away from what is most important, which is 
noticing the conflict between Christ’s redemptive work and 
whatever in us wants us to remain as we have been. 

We experience this conflict in this way: feelings and/or thoughts 
come to awareness which make us uncomfortable and uneasy, 
which are then met by an urgency in us to get rid of them. That this 
conflict takes place within us is the sign that the barrier between 
God and us has been removed. God’s desire is that we participate 
in the fullness of our life, something that includes the integration 
of what has been relegated to our unconscious. Christ is the aspect 
of God who orchestrates this inclusion, and his doing this work 
conflicts us. Again, our being conflicted is a sign of the presence of 
God, and an indication that the work of redemption and salvation 
is proceeding. Think about the reality that thoughts and feelings we 
work hard to be rid of are returned to awareness for our 
consideration. A religious way to account for that is to see it as a 

sign that God is faithful and keeps agreements, the agreement being 
to bring to us the fullness of our life. This conflict, which commonly 
exists in all of us, is usually interpreted as a sign of the absence of 
God. To understand it as a sign of the presence of God, an indication 
that the connection to and with God is open and functioning 
properly, is truly good news.  
 It is important to remember that this drama takes place within 
us and is done for us. Mostly it is done out of our awareness and the 
only indication we have of this conflict occurring is the uneasiness 
that come to us as things enter our awareness which we then seek 
to remove.  In this drama we are the receivers, not the actors. We 
do not wage the conflict; we feel it and seek to be aware of it and in 
it, to watch it and understand it. This is not a conflict we win, but it 
is a conflict from which we benefit. Understanding this should 
relieve us. The integration of material from our unconscious is not 
a burden we have to carry; it is something we watch for and try to 
feel, as best we can. 
 Most of us were taught that the events described in the Passion 
Narratives are a mistake, and that Christ should not have been 
treated as he was/is. This is false. Unless the conflict that the 
Passion Narratives highlight occurs, material in our unconscious will 
remain there and will not be integrated by us. In this sense, the 
events described in the Passion Narrative are a necessity. 

[Jim Robie, 3-18-16, Lectionary Cycle C, Luke 22:14—23:56] 


